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of all possible associations, far more luckless than the fact that
Marxists were at the head of the constitution-making cabinet or
that the brilliant and patriotic Preuss was a Jew, the fight against
the peace settlement to many was impossible without a fight
against the constitution.
That aspect was very prominent in the election (November
1922), the account of which was interrupted by these scattered
remarks on subjects to which return will have to be made later.
The fight at the polls inevitably reduced itself to one on a vote of
confidence in the coalition cabinet, that is to say a vote approving
the constitution, approving the signature of the treaty, approving
the action of the government against rebellion. Ultimately the
fight was one of persons and not of principles. There were far too
many people with a definite score to pay off against the govern-
ment, and the enthusiasts for payment won a great and very
nearly a decisive victory which would have been decisive had the
payers all had the same score to pay. The vote of no-confidence
was well carried. The three government parties lost one hundred
and six seats and their majority.* The Right parties won eighty-
four, and while the Majority Socialists lost fifty-one seats, the
Independents won sixty-one. That under the system of mathe-
matically exact proportional representation the result should have
been so decisive shows the extent to which there had been a turn-
over of votes. If there had been a straight vote the majority parties
would have been wiped out and that might not have been nearly
so disastrous for the Republic as it seemed then; the Right would
have been compelled to assume responsibility for government
under the shadow of foreign domination, and it might have taught
it a useful lesson.
The meaning of the election was clear. The conduct of foreign
policy by the democratic government had been disapproved by the
Right and the conduct of domestic policy had been disapproved
by the Left. The latter verdict was much the more serious. With
Allied bayonets on the Rhine the reaction was more or less
impotent; the utmost it could have achieved was the breakup of
* The Democrat poll fell, while particularism split the Centrum., the
Bavarian Centrists fighting as a separate party (v. note on p. 134).

